Sermon Notes and
Study Questions
Praying, Listening, Acting

1

In the second year of his reign,
Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was
troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So the king
summoned the magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he
had dreamed. When they came in and stood
before the king, 3 he said to them, “I have
had a dream that troubles me and I want to
know what it means.”
4
Then the astrologers answered the king,
“May the king live forever! Tell your servants
the dream, and we will interpret it.”
5
The king replied to the astrologers, “This
is what I have firmly decided: If you do not
tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I
will have you cut into pieces and your houses
turned into piles of rubble. 6But if you tell me
the dream and explain it, you will receive
from me gifts and rewards and great honor.
So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”
7
Once more they replied, “Let the king tell
his servants the dream, and we will interpret
it.”
8
Then the king answered, “I am certain
that you are trying to gain time, because you
realize that this is what I have firmly decided:
9
If you do not tell me the dream, there is only
one penalty for you. You have conspired to
tell me misleading and wicked things,

hoping the situation will change. So then, tell
me the dream, and I will know that you can
interpret it for me.”
10
The astrologers answered the king,
“There is no one on earth who can do what
the king asks! No king, however great and
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any
magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11What
the king asks is too difficult. No one can
reveal it to the king except the gods, and they
do not live among humans.”
12
This made the king so angry and furious
that he ordered the execution of all the wise
men of Babylon. 13So the decree was issued
to put the wise men to death, and men were
sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put
them to death.
14
When Arioch, the commander of the
king’s guard, had gone out to put to death
the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him
with wisdom and tact. 15He asked the king’s
officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh
decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to
Daniel. 16At this, Daniel went in to the king
and asked for time, so that he might
interpret the dream for him.
17
Then Daniel returned to his house and
explained the matter to his friends Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah. 18He urged them to

plead for mercy from the God of heaven
concerning this mystery, so that he and his
friends might not be executed with the rest
of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the
night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of
heaven 20 and said:
“Praise be to the name of God for ever
and ever; wisdom and power are his.
21
He changes times and seasons; he
deposes kings and raises up others.
He gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to the discerning.
22
He reveals deep and hidden things; he
knows what lies in darkness, and light
dwells with him.

23

I thank and praise you, God of my
ancestors: You have given me wisdom
and power, you have made known to
me what we asked of you, you have
made known to us the dream of the
king.”
24
Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the
king had appointed to execute the wise men
of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute
the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the
king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”
Daniel 2:1-24

Notes:
1. Squeezed

2. Loving our families and doing our work

3. My personal profile

4. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its consequences

5. Wisdom and Tact

6. The impossibility: “There is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks. No
king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or
enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to
the king except the gods, and they do not live among men.”

7. Prayer

8. “The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love O Lord endures forever; Do not
abandon the works of your hands” (Psalm 138:8)

9. Asking with boldness – Julie’s story

10. Nehemiah’s dilemma

11. Andy Stanley’s cyclist friend

12. The Risk

13. God’s provision

Discussion Questions:
1. As you think about your lives as family members and employees, what are the
biggest stressors for you?

2. Are there any ways you feel God may be calling you to make a change?

3. What stands in the way of that change?

4. Can you think of a time in which God has provided you with a solution to a difficult
dilemma?

5. How has prayer and confession played a role in your life changes?

6. Have you ever felt that God has spoken to you clearly about an action?

7. What stood out to you as the most important lesson in this week’s sermon?

