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Calling In The Age Of Choice  
By Rev. Ralph Kieneker  

We live in the age of choice. Modern tech-
nology and catering to the consumer pre-
sents us with all the options in the world. 
Where 50 years ago there were 3 channels 
on television, many people have 300 today 
(and still canõt find anything to suit their 
taste), and so they go to YouTube and the 
choices are limitless. Found what you want 
but donõt like the price? You can now buy a 
book on-line from a person in India that is 
less expensive (shipping included) than the 
bookstore 
down the street. 
You want one-
stop shopping? 
Costco offers 
everything you 
need from cra-
dles to caskets; play money to mortgages; 
automobiles to zoo tickets; trips to Fiji; and 
of course food, food, food. In our world, to 
have a choice is no longer a condition, but 
it is a value, a priority, and a right.    

The number of choices that our culture 
confronts us with is simply overwhelming. 
A trip down a grocery aisle forces one to 
choose between 32 brands of toothpaste. 
But after choosing your brand, you then 
have to choose if you want whitening, sen-
sitivity, fresh mint, cinnamon, gel, or paste. 
With that choice made, you look up and 
there are 12 different brands of dental floss. 
Do you want waxed or non-waxed? Do you 
need fluoride floss or are you supposed to 
get wild strawberry string to promote floss-
ing for the kids? Youõve spent 7 minutes 
figuring out 2 items and now you are simply 
praying, òI hope I donõt need a new tooth-
brush.ó    

Each choice we make has its own questions 
to be answered. Could we? Should we? Will 
we? What if we donõt? What if we do? What 
if we hadnõt? What if we had? Os Guinness 
writes, òThe forest of questions leads deep-
er and deeper into the dark freedom then to 
even darker anxiety of seemingly infinite 
possibility.ó At some point, different to all 
of us, we reach our saturation point. There 
is too much to do and too little time, too 
many demands and not enough hands. The 

choices keep 
coming, the 
questions con-
tinue, but we 
cannot spin any 
more plates or 
juggle any more 

balls, and we wonder what we are missing 
and, more often, forget why we are even 
here. 

Though this feeling of being overwhelmed 
by the sheer number of choices is often felt; 
choice is a seductive force in our life.  The 
choices we make define us. They say, òI am 
alive.ó They express our individuality. They 
demonstrate that we have power.       

But not all choices are the same. My tooth-
paste brand of choice may say something 
about me, but my decision to follow Jesus 
says a whole lot more. This is one of the 
problems with our age of choice; it trivializ-
es life because we spend most of our time 
choosing what brand of toothpaste, what 
flavor of jam, or what style of car that will 
express our unique identity or suit our indi-
vidual taste. In what I found to be one of   

                                                       cont. pg. 2 



P a g e  2  

Calling In The Age Of Choice - cont.  

the most memorable scenes from the movie Youõve 
God Mail, Tom Hankõs character commented upon 
how we have become a culture that uses trivial choic-
es to make us feel significant: òPeople who donõt 
knowé who on earth they are. Can, for $2.95, get 
not just a cup of coffee but an absolutely defining 
sense of self. Tall. Decaf. Cappuccino.ó     

How do we decide which choic-
es are significant? How do we 
know which choices are insignif-
icant? How do we know if we 
are making good choices or 
bad? How should we best 
choose to use our time? How do we choose not to 
use our time? If we are being overwhelmed by our 
choices, how do we choose what to eliminate without 
burdening ourselves with more choices?   

Our culture has exalted the right of choice so that 
it appears ultimate and inescapable. Jesus offers 
another way of life: òYou did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruitñfruit that will lastó (John 15:16). Followers 
of Christ have been called. Our life in Christ, the 
beginning of true life, does not begin with our 
decision, but with His call. Because He has chosen 
us, we can believe. Our choosing Him is always a 
response to His choosing us. Our ability to follow 
is established from the power of His call.   

Calling liberates us from the tyranny of choice and 
restores our choices to their proper place. Our  

choices are important, but they do not ultimately de-
fine us. òHe has chosen usó is what will determine 
our eternal condition. Because he has called us, life is 
no longer centered on our right to choose. Indeed, 
we have no rightsñwe are not our own, because we 
have been bought with a priceñonly responsibility.  

His call is liberating because He calls us to become 
who we are. He calls us to re-
spect and listen to the raw mate-
rials of our life, the way that He 
has made us. Our gifts, our abili-
ties, our experiences, and, most 
of all, His Spirit working His 

creative power in us, help us to hear His call. His call 
is liberating because even as choices become simpli-
fied (will this honor God in my life?) our calling is 
not a reduction but a deepening of our life. I am 
more than a husband, a father, a friend, or a pastor, 
but all of these say something about me that is signifi-
cant and eternal. I am not fully defined by any specif-
ic role; I canõt state my calling in a single sentence or 
even a single paragraph. In this life, I will never fully 
plumb the depths of understanding His call on my 
lifeñwho I am. But because He has chosen me, I 
know the choice I need to make, òI will follow Him.ó 
Most of all, I know that, òWhat we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when he ap-
pears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he 
isó (1 John 3:2). 

Blessings in Christ,  
Ralph (one of your pastors) 

 As we approach the season of Lent, please join us on Ash Wednesday (Mar. 6) for a special evening of   
fellowship and worship. We will begin the evening at 5:15 pm with a simple soup supper potluck in WS 
North Sanctuary. Please bring a salad or dessert to share if you are able (rememberñno nuts or nut-
flavored products in WS North).  

We will dismiss from dinner at 5:55 pm and move into a brief time of teaching and discussion about the 
practice of Lent and the imposition of ashes. There will be age appropriate teaching for all generations.  
After the teaching, we will gather in WS South Sanctuary for worship through prayers, songs, and anoint-
ing with ashes. Child care will be available for children ages 0-4 years old. 

Mar. 6  ·  Dinner, Worship, and Prayer  
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Photo Sessions - Sign-up Today Before Itõs Too Late! 

To celebrate our church family and strengthen the bond within our congregation, we welcome YOU to be a 
part of our upcoming new directory. We need you to make our directory complete! 

A new directory:  ¶ Preserves this special time in the life of our church  

  ¶ Becomes a lasting record of our current membership  

  ¶ Helps us connect faces with names 

We are partnering with Lifetouch for this important project. Every family photo-
graphed receives a complimentary directory and an 8x10 portrait. You can sign-up 
for your photography session in the narthexes on Sunday mornings or online at 

www.westside1.org by clicking on the rotating ad. Or call the Church Office at 509.946.4656 and they will 
help you schedule a session. 

DATES*: Mar. 29 (1-8 pm), Mar. 30 (10 am-6 pm), Apr. 2-5 (1-8 pm), Apr. 6 (10 am-6 pm) 
  *Note: All photo sessions are full for Mar. 26-28 

For your convenience, all photography and portrait viewing will take place at WS South Sanctuary with no 
sitting fee. You will have a variety of poses taken with one pose selected for the directory. In addition to 
your complimentary 8x10, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits on the day of your 
photo session. Lifetouchõs portrait price lists are available on the Information Boards in the narthexes if 
youõd like to review them prior to your photo sessionñthere is also a discount for seniors, former military 
and first responders.  

Discovering Christian Community:  
Membership doesnõt save us. 

But it enables us to grow and  

become spiritually mature in Christ.  

You are invited to join us at our New Memberõs 
Class to learn more about West Side Church: 
Sat., Mar. 16 & 23, 9:00 am-1:00 pm, WS North 
Room 17 (next to the Preschool office) - lunch 
provided. There will also be a class on Sun., Apr. 
7, 9:45-11:00 am, WS South Room 102 
(downstairs). There is no obligation for member-
ship after the completion of the classes, but you 
will have the opportunity if that is what GOD is 
calling you to do. Contact Miranda Smith at 
509.412.2074 or msmith@westside1.org.  

Join us at Family Camp: July 5 - 7 

Our West Side Family Camp dates are set! En-
joy your favorite fireworks at home before 
joining us in the mountains just 12 miles south- 
east of Leavenworth for some good old fash-
ioned family fun! Come and enjoy the moun-
tains, the river, campfires, meet new friends, 
deepen old friendships, and play games with 
people of all ages. Look for sign-up tables in 
the narthexes on Sunday mornings beginning 
mid-March. Questions? Contact Marion Dow-
ell (509.946.1978 or jlmrdowell@gmail.com). 



This summer, a team of youth and adults will be 
traveling to Roatán, Honduras to build homes for 
families in need. Located 30 miles off the northern 
coast of Honduras, Roatán is an ideal tourist location 
because of its beautiful beaches. But further inland, it 
is flooded with impoverished families living under 
tin roofs with dirt floors. Our goal is to partner with 
the organization Dwellings and provide hope for two 
of these families as we contribute to the more than 
130 homes that have been built since 2010. 

And a team of adults will again be traveling to the 
Czech Republic to work at an English language 
camp for young people ages 13-17. Our team will 
also be encouraging them in their faith as they learn 
to live as Christians in an officially atheistic country. 

To raise funds for these trips, we are planning to 
bring back our Night of Hope event, but with a few 
important changes. Please join us on Sat., Mar. 23 
from 5:30-8:30 pm at the Richland Community 
Center (500 Amon Park Dr-Richland) for a night of 
entertainment featuring Larry G. Jones ð comic 
singing impressionist who was voted Entertainer 
of the Year and Impressionist of the Year. Besides 
hearing the voices of many musical artists, youõll hear 
Larry share his faith journey. A show you wonõt want 
to miss!  

In addition to Larryõs show, the evening will consist 
of a social hour featuring heavy appetizers, wine and 
beer (which means everyone in attendance must be 
21 or over), a video presentation and a òRaise the 
Paddleó event (request for donations).   

To raise the money we need to support these mis-
sion trips, we contemplated an auction, but didnõt 
feel like we could do that again this year. Therefore, 
we have created this event so that people can come 
and have a good time, hear about the need and re-
spond through the above mentioned donations. 
These donations are tax-deductible as no goods or 
services are received for this donation. Also, the tick-
et price of $50 per person not only covers the ex-
penses for the event but also contributes toward 
helping pay for our mission expenses. Tickets are 
available on Sunday mornings in the narthexes and 
online at www.tricitiesanightofhope.com. 

We are so appreciative of your willingness to 
come alongside us and help further the mission 
that God has called us to. Will you continue to 
be in prayer for our trips, and will you consider 
attending this fantastic event? See you on Sat., 
Mar. 23! 
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A Night Of Hope: Missions Trip Fundraiser Mar. 23  
By Traci Parish & Ben Downey  
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      Sunday            Monday           Tuesday       Wednesday       Thursday             Friday             Saturday

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Church Staff Mtg 9:00am  

Sewing with Jodi 10:00am -WSS 

ESL/Citizenship Classes 6:30pm  

Chris Tomlin Concert 7:00pm  

   -Toyota Center (Kennewick)  

 

 

 

 

 

P2P-Person to Person  

   Lunch 12:00pm -WSN 

Cub Scouts Troop Mtg 6:00pm  

   -WSN 

Journey to Joy 6:00pm -WSS 

Boy Scouts Troop Mtg 7:00pm  

   -WSN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW Tutoring 7:00am

Parent Connection 9:00am

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am 

Fellowship Mtg 12:00pm

MS (gr 6-8) Life Groups 6:00pm

Missions Prayer 6:30pm

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm

Adult Choir 7:00pm

Worship Team 7:00pm

Preschool Clean -

   7:00pm -WSN 
Worship:  

   8:15am Contemporary  

                  Service -WSS 

   9:45am Sunday School &  

                 Contemporary Service  

   11:15am Traditional Service  

New Members Class 9:45am  

Common Ground 11:15am -WSS 

Spanish Church 2:00pm -WSS 

Handbell Choir 3:30pm -WSN 

HS (gr 9-12) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Cub Scouts Troop Mtg  

   6:00pm -WSN 

Journey to Joy 6:00pm -WSS 

Boy Scouts Troop Mtg 7:00pm  

   -WSN 

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Church Staff Mtg 9:00am  

   -WSN 

Planning Mtg òNight of Hopeó  

   Fundraiser 4:30pm -WSN 

Deacons Mtg 6:30pm -WSN 

ESL/Citizenship Classes 6:30pm  

   -WSS 

 

 

 

Coffee with the Bible  

   8:30am -WSN  

Moms in Prayer 10:15am -WSN 

Wednesdays@West Side : 

   5:15pm -Dinner (WSN) 

   6:00pm -Classes (WSN/WSS)    

                  kidsñyouthñadults  

MW Tutoring 7:00am

Parent Connection 9:00am

   -WSN 

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am

   -WSN 

MS (gr 6-8) Life Groups 6:00pm 

   -WSS 

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm

Adult Choir 7:00pm

Worship Team 7:00pm

Worship:  

   8:15am Contemporary  

                  Service -WSS 

   9:45am Sunday School &  

                 Contemporary Service  

11:15am -Traditional Service  

Common Ground 11:15am -WSS 

Spanish Church 2:00pm -WSS 

Handbell Choir 3:30pm -WSN 

 

 

 

 

P2P-Person to Person  

   Lunch 12:00pm -WSN 

Cub Scouts Troop Mtg 6:00pm  

   -WSN 

Journey to Joy 6:00pm -WSS 

Boy Scouts Troop Mtg 7:00pm  

   -WSN 

 

 

 

 

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Church Staff Mtg 9:00am  

   -WSN 

Session Mtg 6:00pm -WSN 

ESL/Citizenship Classes 6:30pm  

   -WSS 

 

 

Photo SessionsñNew Directory  

1:00-8:00pm -WSS 

Special Worship:  

Between Earth & Heaven  

   10:00 am Contemporary (WSS)  

                    Traditional (WSN)  

   ¶ NO Adult Sunday School  

   ¶ Sunday School for Children  

         & Youth  

   ¶ Child care available  

Spanish Church 2:00pm -WSS 

Handbell Choir 3:30pm -WSN 

HS (gr 9-12) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Coffee with the Bible  

   8:30am -WSN  

Moms in Prayer 10:15am -WSN 

Womenõs Sarah Circle Potluck 

   Lunch & Program 11:30am  

Menõs Sarah Squares Lunch 

   11:30am -Sterlings (Richland)  

Wednesdays@West Side : 

   5:15pm -Dinner (WSN) 

   6:00pm -Classes (WSN/WSS)    

                  kidsñyouthñadults  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee with the Bible 8:30am  

Moms in Prayer 10:15am  

Wednesdays@West Side : 

   5:15pm -Dinner (WSN) 

   6:00pm -Classes (WSN/WSS)    

                  kidsñyouthñadults  

 

 

 

Worship:  

   8:15am Contemporary  

                  Service -WSS 

   9:45am Sunday School &  

                 Contemporary Service  

   11:15am Traditional Service  

Common Ground 11:15am -WSS 

Spanish Church 2:00pm -WSS 

Handbell Choir 3:30pm -WSN 

HS (gr 9-12) Life Groups 6:00pm  

   -various locations  

 

MW Tutoring 7:00am

Parent Connection 9:00am

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am

Missions Prayer 6:30pm

Comp Caregivers 10:30am

Fellowship Mtg 12:00pm

Mission Council Mtg 5:00pm

MS (gr 6-8) Life Groups 6:00pm

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm

Adult Choir 7:00pm

Worship Team 7:00pm

Mar. 6  ·  Dinner, Worship, and Prayer  
 

Worship:  

   8:15am Contemporary  

                  Service -WSS 

   9:45am Sunday School &  

                 Contemporary Service  

11:15am -Traditional Service  

Common Ground 11:15am -WSS 

Spanish Church 2:00pm -WSS 

Handbell Choir 3:30pm -WSN 

HS (gr 9-12) Life Groups 6:00pm  

   -various locations  

Trainee Committee Mtg  

   5:30pm -WSN 

Cub Scouts Troop Mtg  

   6:00pm -WSN 

Journey to Joy 6:00pm -WSS 

Boy Scouts CBM/Troop Mtg  

   6:30pm -WSN 

 

 

Marcus Whitman Tutoring  

   7:00am -WSS 

Church Staff Mtg 9:00am -WSN 

Planning Mtg òNight of Hopeó  

   Fundraiser 4:30pm -WSN 

ESL/Citizenship Classes 6:30pm  

   -WSS 

 

 

 

 

Coffee with the Bible 8:30am  

Moms in Prayer 10:15am -WSN 

Knitters Group 1:00pm -WSN 

 

 

 

Wednesdays@West Side : 

   5:15pm -Soup Supper (WSN)  

   6:00pm -Ash Wednesday  

                 Worship Service (WSS)  

MW Tutoring 7:00am

Parent Connection 9:00am

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am

MS (gr 6-8) Life Groups 6:00pm

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm

   -Coyote Ridge (Connell)

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm

Adult Choir 7:00pm

Worship Team 7:00pm

 

Sun., Mar. 10 , 2 am  

ñññññññññðñññññññññññññññññññññññññññ
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Sunday            Monday           Tuesday       Wednesday       Thursday             Friday             Saturday  

Deadline for April Church  

   Newsletter 5:00pm -WSN 

 

Faith Parish Nursing Mtg 12:00pm  

   -WSN 

Spanish Church 7:00pm -WSS 

 

 

 

 

Menõs Breakfast Bible 

   Study 7:30am -WSN 

New Members Class 9:00am  

   -WSN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Parent Connection 9:00am  

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am  

Fellowship Mtg 12:00pm -WSN 

8) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Missions Prayer 6:30pm -WSN 

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm  

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm -WSN 

Adult Choir 7:00pm -WSN 

Worship Team 7:00pm -WSS 

Preschool Clean -up Night  

 
MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Parent Connection 9:00am  

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am 

8) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm  

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm -WSN 

Adult Choir 7:00pm -WSN 

Worship Team 7:00pm -WSS 

Preschool Staff Mtg  

   11:00am -WSN 

Spanish Church 7:00pm -WSS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spanish Church 7:00pm  

   -WSN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menõs Breakfast Bible  

   Study 7:30am -WSN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo SessionsñNew Directory  

10:00am -6:00pm -WSS 

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Parent Connection 9:00am  

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am 

Missions Prayer 6:30pm -WSN 

Comp Caregivers 10:30am -WSN 

Fellowship Mtg 12:00pm -WSN 

Mission Council Mtg 5:00pm  

8) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm  

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm -WSN 

Adult Choir 7:00pm -WSN 

Worship Team 7:00pm -WSS 

Preschool Staff Mtg 11:00am  

FOF-Fun Folks Over 50  

   Potluck Dinner 5:45pm -WSN 

Spanish Church 7:00pm -WSS 

Winter/Spring  

Wednesdays@West Side  

Menu  

 

 

 

 

 
Mar. 6  - Soup Supper (Ash Wednesday)  

Mar. 13  - Oven Baked Chicken  

Mar. 20  - Spaghetti Dinner  

Mar. 27  - Ham Dinner  

Donõt forget to bring your  
favorite side dish or dessert 

(remember no nuts or nut-flavored  
products in WS North). 

Menõs Breakfast Bible 

   Study 7:30am -WSN 

 

 

 

MW Tutoring 7:00am -WSS 

Parent Connection 9:00am  

Womenõs Morning Glory 9:00am 

8) Life Groups 6:00pm  

Alpha Prison Ministry 6:30pm  

Coyote Ridge (Connell)  

Overeaters Anon 6:30pm -WSN 

Adult Choir 7:00pm -WSN 

Worship Team 7:00pm -WSS 

9 
Boy Scouts Fertilizer Delivery  

   7:00am -WSS 

Menõs Breakfast Bible Study 

   7:30am -WSN 

 

 

 

 

8 
No Preschool Classes  

Spanish Church 7:00pm  

   -WSS 

 

 

 

, 2 am  

Menõs Breakfast Bible  

   Study 7:30am -WSN 

New Members Class 9:00am  

 

 

 

 

 

5:30-8:30 pm  
Richland Community Center  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññðññññññ> 

 March 10 - Special Sunday: 
A Christian Response 

on Race 
Contemporary Service & 

Traditional Service  
both starting at 10:00 am. 

(see pg. 3 for details) 

 
Summer Ministry Opportunity!  

The time has come for us to start accepting    

applications for this summerõs Trainee Ministry. 

What is Trainee Ministry? The Trainee Ministry is  

an opportunity for West 

Side to invest in a few 

for the benefit of the 

many. Each Trainee   

will bring enthusiastic,  

creative ministry to    

the children, youth   

and adults at West Side. 

They will do that through Sunday morning wor-

ship; Sunday School/Childrenõs Church; fun mid-

week events; and reaching out to children, youth 

and parents.  

Unfortunately, due to high requests, Whitworth 

University was unable to fill any of our positions 

for this summer. That does mean, however, that 

we have 4 -6 positions available for college -aged 

students (ages 18 -25) to apply for. Applications 

can be found at https://westsidetraineeministry. 

wordpress.com/forms. Applications and refer-

ences are due Sun., Mar. 31 . If you know of 

someone who may be interested, encourage 

them to apply. Questions? Contact Rebecca  

Datin at goalierjd@yahoo.com.  
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FOF (Fun Folks Over 50) Potluck Dinner Fri., 
Mar. 1, 5:45 pm, WS North Narthex. We had such 

a fun time last month 
that we are having 
Game Night again! 
Even if you never play 
gamesñcome anyway 
for fellowship. Bring a 
main dish, salad or 

dessert to share (remember-no nuts or nut-
flavored products in WS North), along with your 
own table service including utensils. Everyone is 
welcomeñno matter your age! Questions? Want 
to be on our mailing list? Contact George or Edna 
Sehmel (509.943.9044).  

P2P (Person To Per-
son) Lunch Mon., Mar. 
11 and 25, 12:00 pm, 
WS North Narthex. Join 
our group of retirees for 

a deliciously-prepared homemade lunch, lots of 
table talk, and laughs. Questions-contact John Lipp 
(509.946.4656). 

Senior Adult Ministry  

Breakfast Bible Study Saturdays, 7:30-9:00 
am, WS North Koinonia Café. Join us for 
breakfast, fellowship, Bible study, and prayer. 
Men of all ages welcome.  

Sarah Squares, spouses  
of Sarah Circle ladies,  
lunch Wed., Mar. 13,  
11:30 am, Sterlings Resta- 
urant (2500 Queensgate Dr-Richland).  

Menõs Ministry 

Moms in Prayer Wednesdays, 10:15-11:15 am, 
WS North Library (Room 6). Moms in Prayer is 
an international, non-denominational Christian 
organization that seeks to gather women to pray 
together for children and schools including 
teachers and those who touch the next genera-
tion. If Wednesday mornings donõt work for you, 
contact Priscilla Fox (mountain@ momsinpray-
er.org or 509.396.3503) for other groups.  

Knitters Group Wed., Mar. 6, 1:00-
3:00 pm, WS North Koinonia Café. 
Bring your projects to share. Ques-
tions? Contact Edna Sehmel or Kay 
Johnston. 

Sarah Circle Potluck Lunch & Program Wed, 
Mar. 13, 11:30 am-1:30 pm, WS North Narthex. 
Join us this month for a yummy potluck lunchñ
bring your favorite dish (remember-no nuts or 
nut-flavored products in WS North). Priscilla 
Fox will be sharing about òHaving A Gracious 
Spiritóñspecifically about how we can be good 
moms-in-law and moms to our adult children. 
Priscillaõs hearts desire is to bless us by sharing 
helps on how we can begin to repair broken rela-
tionships and praying the scriptures. This is an 
outreach event by Sarah Circle and all women are 
invited to attend. Please call the Church Office at 
509.946.4656 to let us know youõll join us. Need 
child careñcall Harriett Lipp at 509.521.5896. 

Morning Glory Bible Study Thursdays, 9:00-
11:00 am, WS North Library (Room 6) - except 
for Mar. 28ñRoom 17. We are using Francis 
Chanõs video study, òThe Gospel of Mark,ó 
filmed on location in Israel,. Itõs a journey intend-
ed to lead you along in the footsteps of Jesus as 
he walks the road from Galilee to Jerusalem. 
Leaders are Patty (Wilburn) Niccoli, Joan Swinth, 
and Ann Forsythe. Child care availableñcall 
Ann Forsythe (509.371.9630) by Wednesday.  

Womenõs Ministry 

If you are a full-time caregiver or relative of a loved one with Alzheimerõs or other Dementia OR if you 
care for a loved one with a chronic, debilitating disease and you need òa breakó 
from the chores and care you provide then this group is for you! It serves as a safe 
place to learn, share your thoughts, and express your feelings with others in com-
plete confidence. Compassionate Caregivers meets monthly for fellowship, educa-
tion, and support. Join us this month on Thurs., Mar. 28, 10:30-11:30 am, WS 

North Library (Room 6). Questions? Contact Jan Jacobson or Bev Baird. 

Compassionate Caregivers Support Group  
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What a privilege to serve in a wonderful church with so many wonderful people. We look forward to con-
necting with you all and growing deeper in our relationships as brothers and sisters in Christ. Through 
church, our children are not only blessed by knowing Jesus and Godõs amazing love for us, they are blessed 
by this loving church community of young and old alike! To cultivate the God-given relationship within our 
church family, we have a number of events coming up in addition to our regular Sunday and mid-week activi-
ties. Questions? Want to learn more? Contact Patrick or Shari Grover at 509.946.4656 tor you can email them 
at pgrover@westside1.org or sgrover@westside1.org. 

Wednesdays@West Side. Join us Wednesday evenings at 5:15 pm for dinner (see menu 
on pg. 7) and classes at 6:00 pm. Children at learning about being SERVANTS like Jesus! 
They have made and delivered care packages to the neighborhood, to soldiers, police offic-
ers, and have even helped shovel snow! Right now they are helping to paint a mural of  
Jesus for our church/preschool hallway in WS North. 

Chris Tomlin ConcertñMar. 12. West Side 
Church has a few seats leftñif you want to enjoy 
worship with this amazing artist! All are wel-
comeñinvite your friends. Contact Patrick 
Grover (pgrover@westside1.org or 509.946. 
4656) to if you are interested in joining us for this 
unforgettable night of worship! 

Mark your calendarsñSummer Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming June 
24-28. This is for all kids going into Kindergarten - 5th Grade in Fall 2019 with lots 
of opportunities to serve for youth and adults. This summerõs theme is To Mars 
and BeyondñExplore Where Godõs Power Can Take You. Kids will become 
Galaxy Voyagers who will journey on special missions to collect power sources. 
Along the way, theyõll learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible and that 
God is always with them, Everyone will enjoy this amazing space theme with fan-
tastic VBS music, games, skits, snacks, our robot òCaptain 2Beyondó and more!  

Sunday School. Elementary age kids have been learning Bible skills and all 2nd grade students will receive a 
new, age-appropriate Bible on Sun., May 12 (Motherõs Day). Our Cherub Choir will also be singing that Sun-
day at the 9:45 and 11:15 am worship services.. 

Parent Connection Playgroup Thursdays, 9:00-10:30 am, WS North Narthex. All kids and 
parents of preschoolers and younger are welcome to join us for our playgroup. Toys and ac-
tivities for kidsñand coffee/tea and ògrown upó conversation for parents. Come and enjoy 
getting to know some new friends! All are welcome, so invite a friend.  

A Big THANK YOU  to all the kids and families who donated to our òSouper Bowl of    
Caring!ó With everyoneõs generosity, we were able to donate 220 pounds of food to our      
local food bank. We are blessed to be a blessing.  

 

Children & Family Ministry - News And Events This Month  
By Patrick Grover, Associate Pastor/Director  

Call for Art: Things The Fly  
            Our next theme for the WS North Koinonia Café displays will  
         be òThings That Fly.ó Creative submissions in any medium will be  
   considered, but must be able to be hung against the wall. We would like  
                        to start with interesting kites, followed by other  
                    interpretations of the theme. If you have something  
                   you would be willing to loan for display, please contact  
       Maja Shaw (509.627.7368 or wmshaw@charter.net) or Caryn Combs  
    in the Church Office (509.946.4656 or ccombs@westside1.org). 
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New Staff: 
Big Welcome to Denise Sams, our new Youth 

Ministry Associate. Denise shared the following: òFor 
as long as I can remember, I have had a passion for 
working with teens. Iõm excited to see our youth 
grow in their God given talents and gifting, and I 
hope to continue to facilitate outlets for this. Iõm 
passionate about developing student leaders and 
formalizing a discipleship program where youth can 
receive support from older generations. I look for-

ward to getting to know all of our youth and their parents 
in the upcoming months! Thank you for this opportunity 
to serve.ó  Be sure to say òHió to Denise as you see 
her around West Side.   

Upcoming Events: 
Mission Experience: Deputation. All youth who 
will be participating in the summer youth deputation 
trip to build houses in Roatán, Honduras will be at-
tending a retreat Mar. 1-3 at Ingalls Creek Enrich-
ment Center. Students will be connecting with God, 
their peers, and learning some skills for Deputation. 

Middle School (gr 6-8) Spy Night 
Mar. 20 at 6:00 pm. Come for a night 
of intrigue and competition to see who 
will be the best spy. Look for more 
information soon. 

Weekly Programs: 
The Gathering on Sunday mornings for both 
middle school (gr 6-8) and high school (gr 9-12) 
students is an opportunity to creatively explore 
Jesus and the Bible, growing our faith and helping 
us look a little more like Jesus. This month we will 
be doing a 4-week study of the Bible called òSin-
cerely God.ó The Bible: we all know reading it is  

important (or at least thatõs what weõve been told), 
but if weõre being honest, we probably donõt give it 
the time or attention we know we should. Sometimes 
we avoid Scripture because is seems boring or irrele-
vant. Other times, we avoid it because itõs too time 
consuming, inconvenient, or maybe even convicting. 
So how do we change that? In this series, weõll en-
courage students to both see and engage with the 
Bible in a new way as we help them discover that the 
Bible is a love letter, a guide, 
an invitation, and something 
thatõs meant to be lived (not 
just read). 

Life Groups for both middle 
school and high school are an 
opportunity for students to gather in small groups to 
discuss life and faith. Middle  school meets on Thurs-
days from 6-7:30 pm at WS South (603 Wright Ave-
Richland). High school groups meet on Sunday 
nights from 6:00-8:00 pm at various locations: Fresh-
menñtbd, SophomoresñBenõs house, Juniors & 
Seniorsñthe Hassellõs house. Please email Ben 
(bdowney@westside1.org) for specific addresses. 

Basic for middle school students meets on Wednes-
days from 6:00-7:30 pm in WS South (603 Wright 
Ave-Richland). This is a high energy event where kids 
come and play games with their friends and hear rele-
vant talks connecting their everyday life with Jesus. 
[Dinner is available through Mar. 27 from 5:15-5:55 
pm in West Side Northñ615 Wright Ave-Richland.] 

High School Youth Group last Sunday of the 
month from 6:00-8:00 pm in WS South Sanctuary 
(603 Wright Ave-Richland). Instead of The Gather-
ing on Sun., Mar. 24, high schoolers will meet for a 
special evening together. 

Youth & Family Ministry - News And Events This Month  

Our Deacons strive to provide a comforting time for family and friends who mourn 
the passing and celebrate the life of their loved one (Matthew 5:4) and rejoice in the 
promise of eternal life (John 5:24). Our role is to set-up and serve refreshments to 
those gathering after memorial services held at West Side Church. Family members 
are often relieved that the details of a memorial reception can be left to the Dea-
cons, allowing the family to focus on spending time with one another. Because death 
is unpredictable, we never know when or how often we will be called to serve in this 
role. Members of the church family can reach out to a grieving family by providing 

food items or desserts or by offering their time to help set-up or serve at a reception. If you have an interest in 
assisting with memorial receptions, please contact Kip McGilliard (217.508.9989 or klmcgilliard@eiu.edu). 

Deacon Beacon - Memorial Receptions  




